
	 “Parent	involvement	remains	a	strong	predictor	of	academic	

achievement	even	for	high	school	students.	It	is	important	to	

debunk	the	popular	myth	that	parents’	influence	over	their	

children	withers	as	they	enter	adolescence.”		

Parent	Partnership		
Welcome	to	this	fall	issue	of	el	Boletín	de	la	clase	de	español.	The	first	part	of	our	

newsletter	is	a	note:		

Dear	students	and	families,	

I	hope	that	the	information	I	share	helps	us	work	together	to	support	your	student.	
In	order	to	grow	as	an	educator,	I	have	a	two-part	plan.	Between	now	and	December,	I	aim	
to	be	accessible	to	families	and	students.	My	goal	is	to	respond	to	calls	and	emails	within	24	
hours	and	provide	tips	and	suggestions	to	practice	Spanish	at	home.	From	January	to	May,	I	
hope	to	create	easily	accessible	family-engagement	opportunities	that	invite	families	to	bring	
their	cultures	and	backgrounds	into	the	classroom.	My	goal	is	to	plan	celebrations,	
presentations,	and	class	outings.		

Please	collaborate	with	me	as	I	strive	to	better	connect	with	you!	Stop	by	the	class	
before	or	after	school,	send	an	email,	or	even	send	a	note	with	your	student.	Check	out	the	
last	section	of	this	newsletter	entitled	“Family	Communication”	where	you	can	write	me	a	
quick	note!	I	look	forward	to	continuing	to	work	with	you	during	the	upcoming	months.		

	

Sincerely,		

	

	

Profe	Pearson	 	
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Integrated	Performance	Assessment	
In	this	issue,	I	will	highlight	one	element	of	our	class	that	has	been	most	novel	to	

students.	In	Spanish	class,	we	evaluate	student	growth	and	communication	ability	using	a	
new	style	of	assessment.	This	assessment	is	based	on	student	performance	on	a	combination	
of	three	tasks:	an	interpretive	task,	an	interpersonal	task,	and	a	presentational	task.	Students	
have	to	show	their	ability	to	understand	Spanish	and	produce	Spanish	in	at	least	three	
different	integrated	tasks.		

These	assessments	often	feel	confusing	and	overwhelming	to	students:	First,	
students	are	surprised	that	they	actually	enjoy	the	assessment	as	an	opportunity	to	learn	
about	something	new	and	use	creative	expression	in	Spanish.	Second,	students	often	are	
unaccustomed	to	the	number	of	tasks	they	are	asked	to	do	in	one	sitting.	Third,	students	are	
stressed	by	the	required	speaking	portion	of	the	assessment	that	often	requires	them	to	use	
Spanish	with	a	partner	without	rehearsal	or	significant	preparation.		

As	students	continue	to	develop	their	creative	problem-solving	skills	and	become	
accustomed	to	this	form	of	assessment,	these	integrated	performance	assessments	will	
become	second	nature.	The	goal	is	that	the	assessments	mimic	real-world	communication	
which	will	prepare	students	to	use	Spanish	in	their	own	lives.	This,	after	all,	is	one	of	the	
foundational	goals	of	any	world	language	class!		

	

	

	

	

	

	 	

	
	
	
Family-Teacher	
Thursday	October	6th,	2016	
1:00-3:00	PM	
5:00-7:00	PM		
	

Come	on	Thursday	at	
any	time	in	the	afternoon	to	
engage	in	a	student-led	
discussion	on	your	teen’s	
progress	in	Spanish	class!	We	
will	discuss	growth,	challenges,	
and	goals	for	this	semester.	We	
will	also	analyze	classroom	data	
and	sample	student	work.	See	
the	“Student-Led	Conferences”	
handout	on	the	back	of	this	
newsletter	for	more	information	
and	to	prepare	for	the	
conference!				
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Tips	for	studying	Spanish	at	home	
Work	Together	

Parents	and	students	can	start	working	together	to	practice	Spanish	by	reviewing	
the	topics	we	discuss	in	class.	Family	members	who	speak	Spanish	are	particularly	helpful	in	
providing	insight	into	the	ways	they	use	Spanish	in	their	everyday	lives.	Family	member	who	
do	not	speak	Spanish	are	also	helpful:	Have	family	members	who	do	not	speak	Spanish	ask	
students	to	teach	them	about	what	we	are	learning	in	class!	Using	miniature	whiteboards	
often	make	this	process	fun	and	creative.		

In	Spanish	Two,	students	are	learning	food-related	vocabulary.	Some	of	the	
communication	skills	we	are	developing	include	ordering	food,	describing	food,	and	
comparing	foods	in	Spanish.	This	is	a	great	opportunity	to	visit	a	local	restaurant	that	serves	
Central	American	or	South	American	food	and	practice	ordering	in	Spanish!		

In	Spanish	three,	we	are	learning	about	urban	living	and	destinations	in	the	city.	Feel	
free	to	research	maps	of	important	Latin	American	cities	including	Mexico	City,	Caracas,	and	
Buenos	Aires.	Talk	about	the	places	you	commonly	visit	in	a	city	and	make	an	expansion	
vocabulary	list	in	Spanish	to	contribute	to	our	learning	in	this	unit.		

Go	Online	
On	our	class	website,	www.JosephAllenPearson.com,	students	have	access	to	many	

activities	we	have	completed	in	class.	Students	should	visit	the	website	when	they	are	
absent.	I	will	often	post	activities	and	resources	directly	onto	the	site	that	will	help	students	
come	to	class	prepared	the	next	day.	Also,	this	is	a	place	that	family	members	can	use	as	a	
resource	to	extend	learning	outside	of	the	classroom:	Use	the	themes	and	activities	we	
develop	in	class	to	continue	practicing	at	home!	

Family	Communication	
Please	use	the	space	below	to	write	me	a	quick	note!	This	can	be	a	question,	a	

concern,	or	a	comment	about	your	student’s	progress	or	anything	class-related.	I	will	
respond	as	necessary,	but	look	forward	to	reading	your	comments!		

	
_________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________	
	
_________________________________________________________________________	
	

Family	Member	Signature	
Name	of	family	member:		
	
Signature:		
	
Date:		


